
f Story ofI an Army
Christmas

I BfCttJ A. WATROUS, U.S.A.
HAT wu my mom
memorable Christ,
mas?
"Ths oas which al¬

ways cornea back to

me when thinking orer

Christmas festivities.
comes rushing in at
ths head of the Uns.
Is that of IMl. but In
telling of It it will be
necessary to btiug in

the army, and I sup¬
pose you do not wan:

anything that remind*
of war In a Chrit'.&UL*
talk"
^_from a number of

^BBS y0,'T childish and;otnersfcame" "Yes. yes; that Is just j
what we want, a story about Christ
mas In the army

"

The motion prevails, and yoo snni".
have what you vote for.a story of an I
army Christmas, said the veteran of
three wars.the civil. St<aet»a-Aaer
leu and the Philippine insurrection
"Theis wer« many troors in &r:

ahoot Ma&Ua to December. 1*09, My
tesnnorsry home was with an Amer
loss family that had rented the large.
tmanOfa] mansion*on San Sebastian
¦Iisat occupied by a Spanish admiral
before Commodore De»ey sailed up
Manila bay and said: You may fire.
Orldley. when ready
"Tals patriotic man and his wife, a

former Wisconsin teacher, planned a

Christmas dinner and party. They In
vttcd a dosen or more officers and
their Indies. The dinner did not differ
materially from most Christmas din¬
ners, yet It reminded the diners of
holiday events In far off America, and
the conversation soon turned in that
direction
"One little army lady began to tell

about a home Christmas, its tree and
the good cheer, when she was a small
girl. 'No other Christmas had seemed
quite so besvenly. 1 c&n see how love¬

ly that tree looked; I can bear
daddy s voice as he called off the pres
eats; can see mamma's smile as we

children danced and chattered; 1 can
sse the happy gathering about the
table Christ maw luden. I can hear
daddy's request for a blessing and.
and. well It was all so sweet and beau¬
tiful. Before another Christmas came

I hadn't any daddy.'
"The little lady's handkerchief

was not the only one that brushed
nway a tear.

" 'Captain, this dinner reminds me

.f one our fathers have told ua

.bout.'
"The captain was the son of a Wis¬

consin soldier of the civil wsr, and the
spanner a lieutenant, the son of an

other civil war veteran.
I" Tell us shout it,' said ths wife of
another captain.
'".'Yes, ws want that story.' said an

did major of regulars, who had come

Sown from the civil war.

-'It was after the battle of Fred
iurg. Va, In 1862. Four tent
one of whom was my father,

another the father of the lieu-
It here, were remembered by
sweethearts The four sweet

got np ths nicest kind of
Christmas dinner.did all of the

themselves.and sent it to
soldier hoys. Accompanying It
. good, fat letter from each of

(iris to her particular soldier boy.
tu of the table they aet in

small tent, of the coffee they
the comments as they ate the

things, of the four sweet girls,
ow it wss nil enjoyed. Before
er was over all of the boys won

and were wounded, two
hem twice, yet all returned home
married the four girls. One of
girls was the best woman ever

and the lieutenant here will say
.me about another of the four
Uhl I Will bear the same teati

to another of those blessed
of 1862.' said the wife of
captain. 'She was my

It is my turn to apeak.' said the
S| tnsjot 1 was one of the four
_*> enjoy that Christmas dinner back

'

M Stafford Heights. In 18(2. The
'. HOtfan* of my bairns was second

atone of the four sweethearts.'
Then the four.the captain, the|

bsetestat, the other captain's wife,
jmd the eld major.left the table,
termed fours, shook bands, laughed.

tSfsngisislnliitl. and had seen a reunion

¦"Won. well. wefl. what a little bit
Sat n world it Is. anyway, said the

Under the Mistletoe.
Tswag Jenes wee roanSag Oswa th. stairs I

the

nW flawttCk )fJnl 90ft fj tO htHUM) f
. Säst sett. "Now. her. t . lark
sPhBS ll tt tt. Til crave behind
And Kara mm as the «»rk

ffsblnp It Sssy.
.Ms, I tksnk vond better!

to the blast,
sonid like to know why-*

stoet > Christatas we have
trying to And n present for

to so expensive, yon
; but we can always get very

M » cents?

poor own Chrurrmai merry bei
a merry Christmas for others J

Wake Your Holiday
Shopping Easy!

Many women, as well as many men, are unnecessarily over-

fatigued every Christmas by looking for something to give 4ihim."

Why do all this worrying when )ou can go to PEYSER'S, the

"Man's Store",and find the very thing that will please him most?

Need a 5uit or Overcoat
HE IS OIVINO

20 Per Cent. Discount
On His Entire Stock of Hen's

Suits and Overcoats
Oar CLOTHIN3 embraces all that is new in fabrics, lit and style,

for the season 1908 9.
¦

Timely Holiday Gift Suggestions!
Bath or Lounging Robes.$3.50 1o$ 6.50

House Coats or Smoking Jackets.53.00 to $8.00
House Slippers.51 25 to $2.50

Hats.52.00 to $5.00
Traveling Bags'and Suit Cases ..~.52.50 to 13.50
Ntckwear, Reefers, Mufflers and Full

Dress Protectors.51.00 lo $5 00

Suspenders, nicely boxed. 50c to 51.50
Initial Handkerchiefs... 15c to 25
Plain While and Unen Handkerchiefs. 10c to 50c

ij Silk Handkerchiefs. 25c to $1.50
HALF HOSE ALL PRICES

^Shirts. 50c to 51.50
;j Paiamas and Night Robes.5100 to 53.00
I Fancy Vests. 52.50 to 55.00
Fur Lined Gloves.5* 00 to 55 00
Street Gloves and Dress Gloves.51.50 to 53.00
Walking Canes . 50c to 52.50
Umbrellas .51.00 to 57.00

I Cuff Unks, Scarf Pins and Shirt Studs 25c to $2.00

2715 Washington Ave., Newport News, Va.

Only Small Per Cent cf Valuable
Vater Supply Utilized.

STRUMS SHOULD BE CONTROLLED

Interesting Facts and Recommenda¬

tions Given in the Report of the In¬

land Watsrwa/e Commission. Af¬

ter six Months of Investigating.

The statistics which have ben
gathered daring the lav sis months
on th» use of waier for a!! pun*"*":
in the T'nited States under tr.- d r.-.-

tlon of Representative Theodore R
Burton, of Ohsrt.C nsirman of the In¬
land Waterways Commission which
forms the Section of Water- of toe
National Conservation Commlss'on
show pnsstHlitics of immense savings j
by a more economical otilli:..flon o!
the ava'table snppty of water Some
of the snore Interesting parts of tni.«

report follow;
What We Have.

The sole source of our fr« sh water JI
is rsinfall f including snowi from (<
this source our nitfriing. standing.
and ground waters are derived The'
hatPahiPty of the rowntrv depend
on these waters The quantity o' i

rainfall Including the rs nfail o

wat«r areas. Is Jl* oao.tve eon.oo«i:
cuMc feet Of the total rainfall, ever
half is evaporated. about a thtrd
flews into the sen. the rema'ning sixth
la either consnmed or aheor:>-d it

What We u«e so« waste 1
Of t»« "oooa notion* rtlbtc feet an-'

I

TTTi a 11 > flowing into the sea. leaa than
1 per cent, is restrained and utilized
for inuniei|>al and community suppiv
and related purposes; less than 2 I»er
cent (or some 10 prr cent of that iA
th-- arid and nenii arid reglrni) ia
us-d for Irrlpatlon: perhaps .". |)er
rent i.- utilised for poster. It is esti¬
mate,! that S3 per cent to !>5 per cent

cf the volume is wanted in freshets
or d< struct ire floods
There are In mainland t'nited

States J.lL' ?trfa:ns navigated for an

aggregate of ^fi.il.'. miles, and as

much more navigable by Improve¬
ment: there sire aiso 4"> canals wtth|
;» mileage of iMS^.o<'.'>. besides numer¬

ous abandoned canals On lake and
round routes there is larce iraffir. but
the navigat'on of rlv»rs and acna'j 1.«
t«,o small for dennite record. The
cost of wa'cr carriage averaging
alotn on< fourth that of mil carr'aae.
and oir railway fr ishtaee durin :

<; roaehlna 217.0*e.SSw,ega miles
nn average rate of 0.77 cent,

the sliip;iliic cf one-fifth of our (re'ght
)>. water mould have saved over

$_'.*.<Voon.non to our producers and
cor.S'tmers j
The th' oretlcal power of ihe s'reams

is over 22» tum/<u\ horepower: the
rirr.i. in- now in ;¦¦ is "..; .o.«»i horse

power, and the amount aval'able at
\ ro-f .1? 7."> »Hl.«* rsPO horse

power, an.t th-- amount available, at
a co«- comparable with that of steam

'. Mon <s estimated at 37.eno.ee»
horsepower, and the amount available
it reasonable ro*t at 7.V*t*> oeo to

IS.W .«1.1 horsepower The 3t".-
horsepower exceeds our

ml re mechanic al |iow« r now In
Ii-.. and woild operate every
«tili, drtve every spind e propel everj

".i l-'-at and light every city,
(owe aid <t"acr In the country.
Ti dir n re rly damage bv floor's

¦lm> t>n has incre*sed «teadil»
rrrm MS.oa* eeo ?© f23S oos.een; the
Indi.-en |o». thrmiah depreciation of
...<..- ... Is probably greater: whll'
the largi -i l.»*v i« that ar'sina In the
'n-pe-ttm« n? of esvlgatloo and torutrasi
rs nsf< rn.

! The freshet* ar. attended h> de¬
structive soil erosion. The soilmat¬
ter annually carried into lower rlversr
and harbors or into the sea reaches
7S3.0O0.0O0 tons It.- removal serious¬
ly reduces the productivity of upland
farms and Inrrer.s.s channel-cutting
and ber-buildln«t In the river* I? is
estimated that soil t-roston re<iuc»s
farm production 1" i>er cent to 80 per
rent, and thst the annual loss to >he
farms alone i« |4>0rt.fina£an; and that
lara>- lorses follow the pollution of
the waters and the diminution of navi.
gab'lity in th>- streams.
Through 'tin- rt« control of the

running waters lowlands are tempo¬
rarily or permanently flooded. It is
entimat".! that th--r.- are In mainland
T'nited Mates 7"..ooti to Sd.'SSi.iMio
acres of overflow ard swamp lands
¦ equirtng drainak..- that by systemat¬
ic ( Derations tins.- ran he dra'ned at
moderate »ipen;.-. anJ that they
would then be wo) h two or time
times .the pres< 11 \alue and cost of
drains**', and wonld furnish homes
for lo. sin mm |m-<>i> .

What We Need To Do
In considering th' uses and bene¬

fits to be derived from the rt.V"*)
.xMt.oon.oon. cnblr *.<.! of water an

ntislly received, th-- paramount use

»honld b»- that of watT-snppiy. nex'

shon'.i fo'.'ow .ir, |t: humid
region* and Irrigat on in grid reatons
Th'' d'-velopmei.t of power on the
navigable and soiree streams should
be kept ibordlt to the prlm»r>
and secondary us> s of th'- waters,
though other thin?- equal, the .level-|
opnv nt of power should be encourag

ed. no: only lo r- d; re the drain on
other recoerces hit l'-osuse properl'-
de«;gned reservoir« and power plants!
retard th- rune* and so aid In the
control of the rtreeaaa far navigation
and o'her e*»»»

Th<- broad plan .il-esdy framed he
"«!"fn<n and -x;-- t snd approved
U\ the Fi« cut Irr .houlj b»* enar »d
rn*o lsw; It provides for a «ystem
of waterway Improv »tnewt e«t«-ndlse
to ai( of the tense of the waters snd
bettHIt, t0 he dert-od from their crm-1

i

ftrol. including the clarification of the
'water antl the abatement of floods
'for the benefit of navigation, the
en.ten.-ion of Irrigation, the develop-
ment and application of pow r. the

[prevention of soil wash, the purifica¬
tion of streams for water-supply, and
the drainage and utilization of the
waters for swamp and overflow lands,

In the Allan':.-Interior system.
there should be a de<p waterway
from (iu'f of Mexico to the flreat
Lakes, and a deep and continous At¬
lantic inner pas-ase from New Kng-
land .<> Florida: the present plan for

Improving the Ohio should lie carri'd
out promptly, and should be i»erfect-
ed bj an., forestation and reservoirs
requ<re,| to control the heaowaers:
the tipper Misstsippi and the Missouri
should he improved and canalized; the
lower Mississippi should he connecte.|
with the R'o Grande and with the
wafers of Florida bv inner pasaagc*.
the navigable rivers flowing into
CSulf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean
should !». adap'e.« to v ssei, of stan¬

dard draft, and shoul.t be connected I
with one another an with the Urea:
Lakes bv canals of standard dtmer
-Ions In the Columi a |'ug-t system,
the rteer,« sboo'd be improved and re.

nnlslte connecting canal- snout be
construrted. and In the California.
Sacramento San .loaqutn and Fnath
er Rivers should be se improved as

to o|ien the renntrj to Interstate and j
foreign commerce j

it has been rotighlv estimated tha» 1

'he inland waterways of the countrr
con?d be improved in to tear* at a

cost of $,"«.0"o.1 ini annnall\ in /.uch
manner as to promote Int» rotate com

nrerce and -t the same time greatly
redece the waste and extend the use

of the wa'ers If don» at the co«t

Of the people the burden would te

9Mt% per capita ajrr vear. <* $« 18
la all

It is roughly estimated thai he dl
red benefits would comprise an an

nua! saving in trsn«ajrrtar|. n of
Oes.**»; an sennet saving In flood
damage of *l«" eaa.awh- an average
arnnal «»v ng In forest utc* of a'

¦ least 180.000.000; an annual hem-fit
through sheapened power of fnlly
$75.000.000; and an annual saving in
soil <-:osion (or corresponding benefit
through increased farm production* of

$$(10.000.000. a total of $1.000.000,
000, or $I2.$0 per rapiia annually,
1. e.. 2 tlmesr the cost. In addlt.on.
large benelti would result from ex¬

tended irrigation, from the drainage
land settlement of swamp and overflow
lands, and from purified and rheOpeO-
cd water-supply With consequent dl
hintitinn of disease and saving of
human life.
Vsrlona indirect hwflts wonld aria*

through the interrelations among the
natural resources. The development
of water traffic in lien of rail car¬

riages would reduce the constantly In¬
creasing consumption of ties ami
mine timbers, now a heavy dratn on

our forests; it would reduce tbe con¬

sumption of iron, sine watre vehicles

r»qilre hut a enarter to a third of
the metal required lev t.iil \ehie|.-s
of like rapacity: and it would Corn

s-tondingly rednc- the con-urn p: ion of

coal for both propulsion and t-aieiting
Rerkonlng the lotal cost of domestic

trafflic by rail and water and wagon,
with freightage on imports. It Is proo
abb- that 'he average Anw-rl-an faml

ly pays for trr-nsporta'l»>n of food
and c'ofhin» more th-n 2. t-er cent

of their actual cost I. e. our cm

asjanern pay loo mii'h and owr I ro-

ducer« jet too little for the nec«»**r-

ies of life Th s condition would I*

r»-Ile\^d t*v 'he developmeii- of watc-

irnstMirtation on an adequat* scale
I' is estimat<-d that the jicome

d«ri\ed from power d'-Tc'orted tty
"oiks for t*-c improvemen of na»i
; .'ion wonlf» alone, at current mar

V»f rat's utlt'fd In coop, rtif ten with
States and cltlrms. compet.'a'c the
entiret coat of maintenance and 'on-

tinu'd dc»r-iopme.,1 aff<-r ihe initial
cgp. nditnrej of $VHi oon «von %% m

working capital

Much W.ra String in Piano
Aa crdJenrv ptaes> coot siSO a miio Of

wire atrlnj

"On the Iron!"
your ateak W.il bo broacl to
a nicety It to* iron* M

placed over the quick, hot

.re rou win get in one ot our

latest »!t> gaa raagea, rup-

a''od with hick grade fuel gas
furnished tfirouah oar uaaiaa
and roar uooae connecting
ptpeu. Aak Hor fall particu¬
lar* at thia offlce.

PVjt prtc*a and Aar infor¬
mation, can at - ^kone- Tk*

Hewpurf News Gas Co.
Washington A*U. and Thirty,

«est Praam

48="-49
Vmm im m-m <HnVj« pua » ahaa ah a ' <«. at
¦aajuWuM-anas. aaWrr
OCmit Cr*'% OfttMa «TOWsTt

».»..¦««.«- .» >.


